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Newspapers came relatively late to Mozambique by comparison to what happened elsewhere in the 

Portuguese Empire, particularly in Asia, Angola or Cape Verde. However, the birth of a “free” press would be 

quickly understood by local communities in the Indian Ocean province as a decisive factor for progress and 

social modernization. All major urban centers along the coast, from Mozambique Island to Lourenço 

Marques, not dismiss, especially since the 1880s, he publication of one or more titles simultaneously. These 

papers served local elites to express their points of views, often conflicting, and even in some cases, of 

resistance against colonial authorities, as those we can detected in Zambézia, for instance. In the southern 

lands, in the most remote regions in relation to provincial political power headquarters, by the end of the 

19th Century, periodicals would also be utilized to express a new kind of ideology, increasingly visible as the 

expansionist appetites of major European States – especially Britain and Germany – began to gain a renewed 

interest in Lourenço Marques Bay area. The political discourse produced by the press came to reflect the 

clear local opposition in relation to Federalists projects proposed by the British for the region, also defending 

Portuguese sovereignty rights, in a situation similar to what happened in neighbor Transvaal still under Boer 

rule. The newspapers pages served then to express an autonomist tension proposed by European settlers or 

"assimilated" populations, which would materialize in the emergence of a white African nationalism, a 

political phenomenon that will precede the advent of a “nativist” speech in Southern Mozambique. Those 

two approaches will now compete in the first decades of the twentieth century, but the historiography of 

nationalist movements in Africa tend to forget the existence of this type of settler nationalism in order to 

study colonial territories root to independence.  

This presentation seeks to explain and describe the construction of this kind of ideology in a compared 

perspective with neighboring areas of South Africa. 
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