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In 1861 a Portuguese officer, Albino Manoel Pacheco, was sent by the governor of Tete to re-establish the 

old fair and settlement at Zumbo which had been located at the junction of the rivers Luangwa and Zambezi 

rivers.  Pacheco duly completed his assignment and the account he wrote of the expedition was published in 

the Boletim Official do Governo Geral da Provincia de Moçambique in 1883. Pacheco’s Viagem de Tete ao 

Zumbo is similar in many respects to Gamitto’s O Muata Cazembe which was first published in 1854. 

Gamitto’s work is a record of his visit to the country of Kazembe’s Lunda in 1831-2. It is based on a diary kept 

during his journey with a number of detailed descriptions of the flora and fauna and the customs of the 

inhabitants of the countries through which he passed. Pacheco clearly took this as a model and the Viagem 

is also partly travel diary and partly a series of essays on ethnography and history.  

Although the Viagem  is considerably shorter than O Muata Cazembe, it is just as important. It has been used 

by most scholars writing about the history of the Monomotapa ‘empire’, the role of spirit cults and the 

history of the Portuguese town of Zumbo. Indeed Pacheco’s book is an indispensable source for the study of 

all three topics. The interest Pacheco took in the mhondoro spirit cult and the history of the Monomotapas 

make his work a pioneering study of the ethnography of the middle Zambesi valley. He not only gives the 

first detailed account of the activities of the mhondoros but records the myths of origin that provided the 

legitimacy for a number of ruling dynasties in the Chedima and Dande regions. 

 Pacheco was familiar with the languages spoken in the Tete region, especially the dialects spoken by the 

Nhungue and the Tavara, and his work is essential for the study of these languages as he gives what are, in 

many cases, the earliest record of the African terms for a wide range of topics. Finally, the Viagem is 

interesting as a supplement to the voluminous records of Livingstone’s Zambesi Expedition. Pacheco is 

mentioned in the diaries of both Thornton and Kirk and his expedition was in large part a response by the 

Portuguese to the energetic explorations of Livingstone and his companions. 
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