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Mozambique boasts one of the world’s most amazing marine resources, with large marine animals 

inhabiting its coastline. Manta rays and whale sharks, the largest ray and shark species in the world and 

abundant in the Inhambane province, are in a worrying state of global decline as a direct result of 

anthropogenic threats, such as habitat destruction, unregulated tourism and fishing pressure. These 

enigmatic creatures draw tourists from all over the world to Mozambique, and if managed sustainably, can 

be a major source of income for Mozambican stakeholders. Significant declines in both whale shark and 

manta ray sightings in Southern Mozambique over the last decade highlight the need for a better 

understanding of these animals. 

The Marine Megafauna Association (MMA) was formed to research, protect and conserve the large 

populations of marine megafauna found along the Mozambican coastline. MMA’s flagship manta ray and 

whale shark programmes have identified more than 630 whale sharks and 880 manta rays in the Inhambane 

province. Despite the Inhambane coastline being home to one of the largest known populations of reef 

mantas and whale sharks, there are currently no management programs in place to protect the Mozambican 

population from anthropogenic threats. 

We focus our research on the questions most important for effective conservation. We establish and 

determine home range estimates, residency patterns, key critical habitats and important movement 

corridors for these highly mobile animals. Ultimately, by combining this information with the knowledge of 

known threats, such as fisheries along the southern coast of Mozambique and areas that are heavily used by 

tourism, priority areas for conservation of these animals can be identified. MMA has been instrumental in 

listing manta rays on the Convention on International Trade of Endangered Species (CITES) and as Vulnerable 

on the IUCN Red List (IUCN 2011). Our objective is to marry scientific data with long-term management 

objectives to create a sustainable use of these marine megafauna species for Mozambique.  

MMA is currently collaborating with local scientists, conservation bodies, dive operators, maritime and 

tourism authorities and other government officials to help create broad-scale understanding and protection 

of threatened species in Mozambique. MMA has developed code of conducts for manta rays and whale 

sharks for the Mozambican diving industry. We have also been fundamental in setting up a children’s 

swimming program, educating future generations about their ocean resources. 

MMA is currently working with Bitonga Divers and Ocean Revolution locally in Southern Mozambique. 

Through our research, we are able to facilitate these two organisations to develop both community 

involvement and education plans. Future strategies for this coastline will be discussed.   

While producing quality science is always a priority for the MMA team, the true impact of our work will be 

measured by the success of our conservation initiatives in Mozambique. The MMA team aims to ensure that 

the future of these Mozambican marine resources is well managed and ecologically sound.  
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